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Pootiar vii ſome n. a 1 th ſent. 
liſpute, may view me ſomewhat in the ſame light that = 
Goliath of Cath did David, aud nhdy have ſenſaric 
imilar to thoſe which that gi pond champion felt 


apreſſed when the yourhfal of Fe came 0 - 3 
e bim. 


NI all that has been written on this ſubjedt, n 
ure flill a few points not fully explained —and ſome miſ- 
underſtandings and routes no entirely removed; 
and there are * few things e two Zuphlers life late 
publiſhed by Mr. Nu 9 ch ery? ſome ani 
verſion, In the preſent publication, I ſhall take wap of 
' offuch 25 the Conſiderations, + and « Candi 
2 verſions, as r to me to require it, inter- 
min ing and adding ot E -A 8 
he Fu ze, and w TY . 
e io a proper underſtanding of it, I with to tn | 
mote Truth and Candour. For attem pologyi g do this | 
I think it unneceſſary to make = apology do hve per: 


whatever. It is the du 
time and opportunity a horn Grate to Jo good; 45 
remove olle of — * kind. | 
L have not the honour of bein acquainted with Me. 
Kn*x ; but I underſtand * is a Gentleman of a 
edi charaQter, ang he certainly poſſeſſes confine | 
n. 1 few, M books, RH 


12 


| feds, ſo in in 3 


cellencies are to 


(at leaſt i in Mr. Kn*x 81 ſome ex- 
e found. ü 

But to proceed: Can it be ſuppoſed; that a per- 
fon who is © no Methodiſt'”—ard who tells the world 


chat he differs from them in a variety of — is 


eee e ee inf Necte 


whoſe Time, Talems; Bodies and Souls, are bel 

_ to the ſervice of God and the people, the year round, 
and whoſe inteealle cad 0 tame and eternity, 

depend, in a great meaſure, upon the preſervation and 


roſperity of this cauſe-and work of God ? 
T * KO 


ethodiſts take this Gentleman's advice u 
ent occaſion, in pppobiton, ear Ar 
FT: ee 


Wenn e as to Riga, or ſome 
e Ae Ar as he-i is f 


. to FEE "MP their 3 hee E be- 


. Olen! and 
| "ori %y Church,” —that this 
has been our f 3 Fe and. Oprner · 


ſtone.” Yet, elſewhere, he admits an zmportant truth, 


bh Sos 1. can 


which proves ſomething the reverſe, that is, 5. 90 wo 

de ng dend, of, unten but piety. 5 Merhodiſm, is 

— . — of view, 1s e wich «© i un 

with. and conformity 10 cel 

be at only of W e ol the Met ae 
Ban Md n Difſenters 
were; from t 

deen ſome others — to the Church 


rather 


| ab (8 
ther froma principle of expediency than any thingelſe. 
Wa « init cue — with the Church, had 
been neceſſarily implied in Methodiſm, how could it, 
(to uſe Mr. Kn*x's words) have been ** an aſylum. for 
perſom of every denomination?” How would the Me- 
_ thodifts have been © open to all parties, except © « 15 
to teceive for the Church all who would turn tout 7 In 
that caſe, the Preachers, when preaching to Diſſenters, 
might have been conſidered as recruiting for the Church. 
And had it been “ a rule to belong to the Church, 
where would have been the Cat olicimꝰ of it . 
Let them be Churchmen or Diſſenters, Preſbyte- 
rians or Independents, it is no obſtacle,“ ſays Mr. 
Wesley, in the 49th page of the Arminian Magazine 
for 1789. At all times, for more than half à century, 
the Methodiſts have conſiſted partly of Diſſenterg as 
well as of members of the Church of England. "Mr, 
Kus & charges us with **breaking the rules of Metho- 
diſm,“ by what lie calls „the new regulations: But 
what rule in the Minutes, what rule of the Conference 
| have we broken ꝰ -A law which cannot be produced 18 
no law. And we cannot allow that a, Mr. „ Welley's 
declarations““ are rules of Methodiſm, whether 
made in “ 2790, or in any other year... 
I readily admit, indeed, that any who: would con- 
tend for an abſolute ſeparation from the Eflablifhed 
Church," would thereby act the part of enemied to iht 
extention and proſperity of the glurious cauſe; but, 
they who would contend for tritt uniform cb nfor- 
mity tothe Church, "would be far from achng the part 
of friends, however good thein motivese The Metho- 
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| 

| to the Church - people only, any one denominationof 

0 ptoſe ſliug Chriſtians in pat ſttularꝭ but to ryſh through 
. 


every opening door, —40 ( ſpread ſcriptutalb holineſs | 
through the land, — 0 ee all Ms. allen!? 
and toi conttibute to haſlen the time when riames, and 
ets, and parties ſhall fall” and all, Chriſti aus- be one 
| 4otd under one Shephe 4 Were „e to declare aur 
Elves the partiaans of debomin ation, ve mg beicop- _ 
A 3. 15 | -trafted.. ©. 
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be ſaid to 1 3 Ca- 
| . page 4h? The Methodiſts, as a 
: egy on e av 
ern A 

{br Chara or and | 


mits indiſcriminarely Churchmen, Difſenters, gr wha 


2 we ſcriptural proofs: of a deſire 
to to come. e have no rule 
- ap 3 

of Di 1 


The hare 1 with the 82 


ny but 40 go about 


at all times, and in all 
of adherence toand ae 
Church, by this — of doing good, 
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and will inevitabl ＋ FU erer pi- "pp 
ape who have lo K ae the ſub⸗- 

; jet, are fully, 88 chat 2 paraion" 

would tend to 6 * 2 lo 9 

2 can produce many Jrong arguz | 


As Mr. Kats fa 22 much about © Catholicifm,” * 
vould juſt 2 ation of Baptiſm and 
the Lord's 8 Nee, anongh 2 Is not a contrattion but 
an es tentton '”” Formerly we u- 
died to ſerve IT . — c urch-people ; now we 
ludy to ſerve. and — ge Our motto is, and 
ought to be, Let every man be perſuaded in his on 

— and toall Church-b . all who uncandidly 
and uncharitably, condemn, thoſe who are Church-men 
from principle, we ſay, Who art an that Juagest 
1 * ant #” 2 

The reaſons for int ucir 
Churc rs, in ſome of our  Preaching-houſes 
be found in the Minutes of the Conference he 
Briſtol, in 1786. 


| 2 in 


Id in 


Church - hours 
1. When 0 Minifteris a notoriguſly wicked man. 
2. When be preaches Arianiſm, or any 1 7 
pernicious Doctrine. | 
3. When there are not N in eee 


lo contain half the people : and *, 


1 Wheathere is no Church at all within two 
is miles. And we adviſe every one who 224 
church-hdurs to read the Pſalms and 'Lefſons with 
ofthe church-prayers.”* _ ; 
And to ſhew: that in this Mr. Welley was not 1 \ 
by © ſurpriſe,” and that thia was not one of thoſe N 
which he repented of when left to himſelf and had 
* time torefleft,” I reſer the reader to what he wrote 
and publiſhed three years after, in the Arminian Maga- 
88 2. Page pr pa Tm et ney 
Ad 1 2 5 0 n 
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A kindof ſeparation from the Church h4s already 
taken place, and will inevitably ſpread,” though by flow 
degrees; thoſe miniſfers, ſo calſed, who neither live 
nor preach he goſpel, I dare not fay are ſent of God: 
where one of theſe is ſettled, many of the Methodiſts 
dare not attend his miniſtry; ſo if there be no- other 
hurch in that neighbourhood,” they go to Church no 
e. This is the caſe in ſome places already, and will 
be the caſe in more: and none can zuſti) blame me 
p for this, neither is it contrary to any 6fmy"profeſſions,” 
2 * "Jv 2 ( op WIT.“ 
Some wilt ſay, Let thoſe Methodiſts ho are Diſ- 
enten from principle attend Diſſenting- meetings, and 
teceite the Lord's Supper and have their children ba 
tized there, in like manner as the Chatch-Methodilts 
go and receive their ordinances at the Church,” —But I 
muſfſ obſerve, the caſes are not equal. Al Church - 
Msethodiſts can receive thoſe ordinayces at a place Where 
their principles allo) them to attend. If they meet 
With'a repulſe at on& Church, (which has ſometimes 
happened) they may apply with ſucceſs at ſome other 
not far off. It is not altogether 16 with the other de- 
, ſcriptiop of Methodiſts. In ſome caſes they have found 
it impoffible to procure theſe ; ordinances at any place 
where they could in eonſcience attend. In ſome places 
alſo, there is no Dalletting-meeting® within-many miles; 
' Add to this, it is a principle of 'a Diffenter; and there- 
fore of a Met hodist-Diſſenter, to receive the Lords 
Supper from the whoſe miniſtry he ſits under and 
5 1 and to have his children (except he be a 
| Baptiſt) baptized by the ſame : but Thavetnever learnt 
= chat this is a principle of a Churchman. This diſtinction 
| _. Hay not been — attended to, add is entirely 
A *everlooked and diſtegarded by the zealots for wnrformuly 
| [among us, fodbed F resten ed feripiare were whe 


And excluſiyely on che fide of the Churgh-people; and 
Diſſenters, &f conſequence; cauld day no degree of claim 
to chem, them the point wouid be ſettſed at ances But, Diſ- 
ſenters have ſomething to utge in their owiy ] 

* om;the Bible * fro reaſon, wy can 1 0 


o —— - co oat Hoey Awe —— EE 2 — - 
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* in their own « efence, which-ſome would find 
more diſſiculty in giving a fair, ſoriptural, rational an- 
ſwer to, than in cry ing out the Chureh! the Chureh!'““ 
in the ſpirit of thoſe who, for two hours together, voci- 
ferated the orthodox cry Great is Diana f the 

© Ephenians.” 5 344523 \ ” eo, 1 gs: + 
If the Liturgy, Ariicles and Homilies, haye been, 

ſo efficacious. 1n preſerving and promoting ſpiritua 
health amongR! the Methodiſts, is it not wondetfu 
that they have done no more for the- health of th 
Church herſelf? ' To ſuch a reputed promoter 
health, we might ſay, Physictan heal thyself, 
Might not a perſon think, by reading page 27 of 
the ** Conſiderations”? that the writer imputed. more 
efficacy to the Church; Books than ought to be imputed 
to any human;compoſition ? And does not his mannet 
of expreſſion convey the idea, that were it not for the 
aſſiſlance of theſe Books, the Bool , God would be 
found inſufficient to preſerve Methodiſm? But Mr. 
Welley, whoſe ſentiments. he ſcems ſo greatly to vene- 
rate, tells us, in the concluſhan of the Rule of the 
Societies, that the holy Scripture is the on r rule, and 
the sufficient rule, both of our faith and praflice,” A, 
ſentence worthy of being written in letters of gold. 
Page 13th. and FPS proceeds upon the ſuppoſition, 
that if the Church did not promiſcuouſly conſiſt of good 
and bad, there Would be no Church at Ul. If ſo, ther 
ve are indebted to the evil in the Church for. the exiſ- 

- tence of the gobd, As well might we ſay, that error iy. 
neceſſary" to the exiſtence of #ruth, or exen that Pf e 
Devil is neceſſary to the exiſtence of God. He 9555 „ 
on upon the ſuppoſition, that if there were no _established - if 
Church there would be no Church ät all. How miſta- 3 
ken then was Mr. Weſley, when in preaching and | 
writing he repeatedly declared, that the ei abhſhment of 
Chriſtianity 0 peep the bane and corrupter thereof; &: 
and when; he ſpoke of what even Conſtantine the Great 
1 this particular, as fo far Ft Peg N | 11 

that it was as Sa h echaud of oke, illuing from the * 

LETT VIA YN \ ** 1 
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bottomleſs pit. See the 2 Magazine, Vol II, 
page 274. And he adds, © There never wa d time 
wherein Satan gained ſo fatal an advantage over the 
Church of "Chriſt, as when Conſtantine eftabliſded 
Chriſtianity.” In other places, he calls that * a fatal 
3 and afferts vol. II, page 345, 
that * Corruption poured in the Church with a full 


tide, when x. Emperor une called If a 
Chriſtian,” g 
Ref] 6 thy Parts,” it would n of 2 


„ whether what t proves precifely what 
— to have 4 1 That a man did this or 
that, does not always prove what be ** have done. 
A to the diſtinttion 28 be makes en en 
men and Laymen, I ſhall only ſay, we ch 
diſtinction in the Bible. Me 
Preachers and Ministers, but none of Clergymen ar 

men. | 
8 Ar to his povel e ſition uf our Lord's 2 of 
the taces, and that of the net caſt into the 
not ſay much, but refer the reader tg Mr. Moore's * 
ly, the Pamphlet wrote by Oxzs1m05, and to Mr. 
x Miey's Notes on the New Testament. The Me- 
thodiſts are called upon to determine, whether they 
will preſer Mr. Weſley or Mr. K9*x as an Expoſitor. 
Let me only inform . that if his expoſition were 
admitted and conformed to, ii would deſtroy 
the tout of cho led and that mom of 
Hoe in wers &” Web þ he 2 10 
derations,”* 


more. Hise 


us 
e *— ank. ore 
eee 95 
ro of Medion 


As tothe danger of © the. children. of Methodiſts 
gow! up Methodifts,”: 1 will only ſay; hitherto 
1 has too ſeldom been the caſe, 
wo charges the Conference with _ caſt off i its 
firſt faith.” But what faith ? Surely 
have not.caftoff their faith in God, in eb in the 


= Bible, or any doftrine of the goſpel : and. the "Cooke 


ention is Nas made of 


N 


ner e w here Wh in the in h, 


or 3 2 75 the 3 e than 
in the divine right of Diocessan Brishepbs, Tythes, pi 
ritual Courts, &c, N "42444 "Oo . ” ve wr 
As Mr. Kn*x is Churchman from principle, and 
as we may Nee hi 
Methodiſt, ſeeing he differs from them in à variety 
of inſtances to be conſiſtent, he muſt be more zealous 
for the Church than for Methodiſm., Ought-not his 
charity then to have begun at home, and the firſt and 
chief fruits of his pen, to have been kindly þeſtowed 
the Church? If he could find no dissenting from 
te Bible inthe Hierarchy of the Church, might he 
not have found many things that ſavoured ſtrongly of 
Such a dissent in the ſpirit and-conduR of ſome of the 
Clergy ? Might he not have found among them much 
dissenting from their own Canons, Creeds, Articles 
and Homilies ? Might he not have ſeen as mach dan- 
ger of infidelity and other evils, amongſt the Church- 
Mi 


niſters and People, as amongſt the Methodiſts, or 


even the Dissenter © 1 N. 
Page 24th, he cenſures the Diſtriſt me 


— "1 
# % 


for the 


determination they came to reſpeſting thoſe. Preachers 


who adhere to and ſupport the cauſe of the old Truſtees 
in Briſtol, - He ſays, with all the brevity of a French 
Tribunal onounced them Separgtists.,”' Ho 
could he aſſert this? The — laſted three days. 
Do not even Enghsh Tribunals often decide a cauſe of 
the moſt ſolemn and important nature in-a fixth-part of 


the time ? Would he. wich che inveſtigation to hre 


laſted as long as the trial of Warren Hastinge  _ 


"IS 
Some ſeem to have conceived, that the Members of 


inſt Mr. and His 


ſe hut mere tools to Mt. 


the Diſtritt-· committee were 
that they were 1 
c and were little 
Moore and his cauſe» | But this idea of the Piſtrict- 
committee, is not more ing and injurious than it 
is unjuſt. I believe there never was an aſſembly of mon 
who poſſeſſed leſs prejudice againſt an individual than 


they did againſt Benſon, If they could have done 


„ 0 
* 
. 


22 forbid his being a 


9 ; | 7 2 
4 f oY | 


it without doing violence to their own underſtandings, 
I'believe it would have given them great pleaſure to have 
deeided every queſtion in his favour,” If any per ſon 
could have influenced them to ſacriſiee their own judg- 


ments, and what they believed to be an impdttint cauſe, 


Mr. Benſon would have done it as ſoon as any; other, 
I never could learn, that any ohe of them wagynder any 
improper influence to Mr. Moore or any other perſon. 

7 *would"appriſe all whom it may concern, that the 
blows aimed at the Preachers and people in Briſtol, 
who have forſaken the old Room and Guinra-Street 
Chapel are, in their deſign and conſeuences, levelled 
4 #t all Who with for liberty of conſcience, in 
whatever part of the Connettion. It behoves the peo- 
r Nottingham, Plymouth-Dock, 


ed, and near an hundred other places, attentively 


to conſider this. If we fail, and be era in our at- 
tempts to ſerve the cauſe in Sede and if the High- 
Church 524 prevail, Brethren, be fore- 
warned; that you will have to feel, and grieve, and 
ſofferunderthe'conſequences,* TI 
\  Befides, if Truftees be juſlified and ſupported; in op- 
poſing and throwing off the authority of the Conference, 
in one important ifhſtance;” it is probable, they will not 
ſtop here? The addrefs of the Convention of Truſte-s, 


Meld laſt Summer in London, contained many more 


articles chan Nhat concerned the Church, as the ariſwer 
0 it; in the Minutes of the laſt Conference ſhews. »: Let 
all confider this, All deſcriptions of per ſons who love 
Methodiſmn, ate intereſted in preſerving and ſupporting 


the authority ofthEC&@#ſrence,” If che Truſſees of dit 


ferent places be alert et aide the determinatiens, 


and oppoſe the autherit of Conference; whenſecver 
they are ſo incfined, however it may gratify the difpo- 


ſition, or promote the views of ſome men in che preſent 
eaſe, ere long, even there may have cauſe to tepent. 


Truſtees of ſome places may Exerciſe authority in other 


matters as dixagreenble io ſome perſons, as this is 

_ agretable'to them, Ayd if the authority of the Confe- 

rene e not maintained, then, not only the!Preachers, 

. Sach vet B03 * H no) nga IL} 1 15 97 4 | but 
* | if 
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hal che people, will be under the control of the Truflees. | | 
yas be well if the people in general underſtood | 
this. Let all underſtand, and faithfully bear in mind, ] 
that this is not a diſpute between the Preachers and the 
people, but between Preachers who are firmly zealous 
tor Chriſtian Liberty — for the privileges of a'Chriftcan' 
Society—and for the * Rights of their Brethren, 
and a ſele& party of Truſtees, The plans atd exer- 
tions of the combined Truſtees, were as much againſt, 
the privileges and Tights of the people, as againſt the 
independence of the Preachers, and the authority of the 
Conference. It is not unworthy of notice, that When 
che Briſtol: Truſtees - renounced the authority of the 
Conference, they took their mesſures without conſult- 
ing the generality either af the people or Leaders. 
And the event has proved, that they atted contrary to 
the opinion and difpoſition of the chief part of both. 
Had it been a E g of the people againſt an 
atempt at antichriſtian © Prieſtly Domination” by the 
Preachers, it had been another caſe; and every lover of 
Chriſtianity muſt have warmly applauded” and firmly 
ſupported he Truſtees. But it is a caſe totally different. 
We cantend in behalf of the major part - hen, . 
in oppoſition to a fem men who would diftate t6 both ö 
people and Preachers. 2 1 4 "REY Y 
In the General Minutes ofthe Conference, page 43, " 
we are cautioned to beware of building expensive Preach-" y 
ing - houses; as in that caſe, we-muſt be dependent upon 3 
rich men, and governed by them. If ſo, h is* , | | 
farewel Methodist discipline if tot! Dottfine too, — 
Rather chan th:sſhould be the caſe, we had benterpreach = 
m barns, ſtables apdkncheng, tr iwthefireets ant lanes” 
of the city, Weight is addedgo this confideration, by 
the circumſtance of the Truſtres and others, in different 
places, when they could not get things their own way, ' «+ Þ 
having withdrawnubeir (contri utions townrds the com- | 1 
\ 
| 


— 


mon expences of the ſocieties, in order to force the * 
Preachers into ſubmiſſon like Generals ' who-cot off 

che water and other Iupplies from cities and armies they, 
ue {eeking to reduce and conquer. | wy 
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. He argues, 
'  Lordand his, Apotiles having attended the Temple and 
the Synag 


69) 


"= THOSE EY ANON 
Wich many of the Champions on this octafion, the 
cry about the Church, is only wy Ac Are alarm Bell 
with a view to raiſe and colleft the multitude totheir ſlan- 
dard. What ſanctions thisadea is, ſome... of them have 
been notorious for frequenting Dissenting- meetings, 
and ſome of them known to have been principled Diſ- 


| ſenters for years, Talkingabout the Church was though: 
to bez popular thing. | Wit 


Mr. Kn*x ſtrongly. recommends. Catholiciemi—prai- 
Cs Nel 25 . diſplayed much of Wie wants, 
ble quality—and: contraſts ſome of thoſe he calls the 
op arecing Methodists with him in this particular. 
But, might not me contraſt himself with Mr. Weſley 


to much greater advantage? What ſort of Cotholiciim 
does 22 in ſpeaking of the Diſſenters, when, be- 


ſides the ſtrokes he gives them in other places, he de. 


_ {ſcribes 1. page 33, 28 nells ſor hatching the har- 
pies of infidelitiy, and page 35, pronounces them fle 
enemies , all Religion and all Government.“ The 


enemies all Religion: not only of eſtabliſhed Religi-- 
ons, or of this ox that denomination, but of all religior 


„ and a Government. Not only of this or that 


ſorm, but of“ a Government. Shining Catholi- 
| e ul Ade lead and blackeſt charge 


againſt the Diſſenters Lever heard or read; and brought 


Cat halicim. 


4k by.s man who praſeſſes himſelf an advocate for Candour 


what be calls che 190 regulations 
odli ſta, from the circumſtance of our 


e, But let merremark, chat their atten- 
le, places, did not prevent their having the 


dance at 


Lord's Supper and Baptiſm among themſelves. A 
proof that a people, may habe theſe ordinances among 
themſelves withoutheing-Separatists, | 
Many of gh&Metbodilorvill ſtill attend the Church: 

but this ill got, and ought not, to prevent our having 


ahe Sacrament and Baptiſm among ourſelyes, forthe 
+ N80 4 1.7 +'- 3& . 
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ale of thoſe Whole judgmeftt and confeience will not 
ſuffer them 10 go for theſe ordinances to the Church. 
And if this cauſe ſome to leave us who are bigotted to „ 
the Church, yet we ſhall not loſe ſo many as we have 4 
. loſt already, and would in filtate loſe more abundantly, 9 
by the want of theſe ordinances. What we loſe by the 

introduction of theſe among us, will be chiefly, if not 

wholly, at the Art; but our lofſes for the want of 


them, wouldbe laſting and perpetual. Benth to WY 
The < Candid. Animadoersions” | 


turn chieſly upon the ſame points that were dwelt upon | 
in the * Conſiderations.” On this account I ſhall be | 
the better able to ke ep to my deſign of being as brief a 
pollible,, And as I have already ſaid ſo much about go- | 
ing to Church, difſenting, and the like, I ſhall leave | 
the church - going and diſſentiug parts of the Animad- 
verſions”? in a meaſure untouched; They are antici- 
1 I will ſay briefly, and once for all, 1 do be- 
lieve there are very few, if any of the Preachers, who 
wiſh us to be aſeparate and independent Set q and I do 
— believe that 4 ever will be a Fay ab * — 
ſeparation o Met hadiſts from the 7 
Church of - Ber fo fre that Churth 
endure,” But, I do believe, that ih ſome, perhaps in 
many places, we ſhall have the Lord's Supper and:Bap-. . \ | 
tiſm among ourſelves, for the accommodation of hols 2-4. 
who cannot in confeience attend the Church; and it is 
poſſible that ſome others may partake with theſe, bo 
may alſo communicate at the Church. To ſuppoſe, 
that if we have theſe ordinances among us, out tie 
with the Church would be for evet broken, as he ſay s,, 
page 18, is to ſuppoſe that the Methodiſts attend 'the | 7? 
Church only from neceffity, and that as ſoon as they can 
get the ordinances elſewhere, | they will go to 'Church- | {} 

no more. If this were really the caſe, 4 could be 
no propriety in trying to keep them to it; for it could Be 
not be comfortable to themſelves, nor would the Church 
de much the better for forced adherents, | 1-4 

B 2 | 4 | Mr, 
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Mr. Kn*x makes a dillinction between focial anil 
Tcclefiaftical in a Chriſtian Society, and contend; 
| that old Methodiſm had nothing to do with the Eccleſi- 
* but only with the foctal charafter. But is not , 
is adiftinQtion without a difference ?P' A Cunisrian 
- SOCIETY isa CnAISTIAR CHURCH; |. 5 
After many ſpeculations and refleQions, he proceeds, 
Page 19, to account for Mr, Weſley's ſeeming inconſit- 
tency in introducing ordination, &c. among ns, after 
ſo lon proſeſſing himſelfto be a Churchman. "He ſolves 
the dithcu}ty by obferving that Mr. 2 mind 
was become enervated by age, and he in fatt, no longer 
his own governor, but carried whether he would not.“ 
But, do the ſermons, and other things, wrote by him, 
about and even after the time that Mp. Kn“ refers to, 
- manifeſt any decay of his mental faculties ? Were not 
ſlome of the. laſt Gradudhe wrote ſome of the beſt he 
ever publiſhed ? And, ſet meaſk thoſe whowere much 
about him, and thoſe who attended ſome of the laft 
Conferences before his death, if he were mote * flexi- 
ble” and pliant” as he ſtill drew nearer to the grave? 
Many chought the reverſe. . The truth ſeems to be, thai 
time and circumſtances, convinced him of the necrf- 
ſity of adbering, in ſome places and things, ltefs cloſely 
to the Church. ae Nl 
Ik ve ſubmit to the mode of arguing uſcd by ſome. 
pet ſane, e muſt follow Mr. Welley almoſt imphicitly, 
But does the Bible require any Chriſtian fociety to 
embrace and Hallau all che opinions of any individual? 
Aud if u be not their duty when the man is alive, and 
one of them, ſutely i cannot be fo when he is in the 
grave. This would be indeed, not calling a man maſter 
upon earth, but ont a maſter who is in the earth, turn- 
ing to his mother duſt. Surely it is our duty to gove ri. 
- ourſelves by rea ſon, ſcripture, and exiſſing citcumſtan. 
| ces. This was Mr. Welley'splan, and furely he wiſhed 
us 10 follow ii. * en, 
| 
| 
| 


/ 


- |  0rdination. has been repeatedly mentioned in this | 
diſpute. From the Bible we may learnz that there 13 
anordination which derived its origin from Chriſt and. 


his 


* 


% 


oh 


, WE ee | 
' his Apoſtles. And if the circumſtance of impoſition 
of hands were added to our form of admitting Preachers 
into full connection, it would be true ſcriptural ordina- 
tion. And the addition of this circumſtance would be 
no juſt ground of off-nce or alarm io any. Imight add; 
that it would ſuperſede the neceſſity of any other ordina- 
tion, for foreign miſhons, or any other purpoſe, ; 
As to Gowns, Bands, and. other things which gene- 
rally accompany Prieſtly pomp, I believe they will ne- 
— * adopted by the iſt- Conference in either 
England or Ireland. | +» $143 2093-3; 29:40 e 
Some pretend to fear, that if the Preachers were al- 
lo ved te baptize children, and give the Sacrament; it. 
would elevate them, and puff them up with pride. But 
why ? Would it be from e ee dignity of the 
employ ments ? Surely. to reach the goſpel, and 'to 
bill the office- of Ambaſtador trom-God ta man, moſt be 
2 work of far greater importance and real dignity, than 
fprinkling a little water _ a child, or diſlributing a 
little bread and wine. One who would be made proud 
by diſtributing the memorials of the humility and u fer- 
ings of Chriſt, muſt be prone to pride. indeed! A mah 
_— of this, would be unſit to be a Preacher, or eve 
a Member of any Chriſtian Soci ex. 
In this part of this Pamphlet, 1 did * ys give my 
opinion on ſuch * Biſhops as Mr. B. declared at the 
Briſtol Diſtritt- meeting, that he would henceforth he-for,. 
as mentioned in the Minutes of that Meeting. I had 
wrote a pagę or two on this projected plan. But, cir- 
cumſtanct ii arifſing partly from the preſent ſtate and 
ſuuation of Methodrym, have- induced me, though very 
reluctantly, to ſuppreſs for the'preſent at leaſt, what 1 
had written on this head And I have ihe more readily. 
conſented to this, upon being informed; that there is 
ng Fee of auy ſuch plan taking place. And to, | 
thole who wiſhed or expetted me ti inert ſomething en 
this point, I can only 792 That if at any future day it 
tould be expedient and nrcefſary, what I now: ſuppreſs. 
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hall ten be publiſhed with enlargements. 
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Paſſing over the great and acknow! 


tion. The nation being divi 


and not with very many di 


any thing be done that would deſtroy, 


| which have been repeatedly mentioned in this contro- 
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+» To fill up the place of what 1 thought of inſerting; 
I will give a few words on MzrRHOPDIiSsA itſelf. Tho 


it be a-new thing in the earth, it is not unſcriptural. 


The very extenſive and unparalleled uſefulneſs of Me. 


thodiſm few. now; deny; and many, formerly oppoſcrs 
and -perſecutors, are now conſtrained to ſay, ſurely 


this is the Lord's doing. | 
The great utility of Claſſes, Bands, Lovefeafts, &c, 
- has been hid; from thoſe who have kept at a diſtance 


from us; While thoſe who have caſt in their lot with us, 


have often proved, that we have bread to eat which 
ie werld kngweth not of, and have frequently been 
:conſtrained to ſay, Lord it is good for us to be 


Kere. 4 wy. 2 7 f | SLY - V N 
Mie Itinerant Plan al ſo, is worthy, of attentive 


conſideration and even admiration. The many and 
great advantages 
41 chers, cannot as und chris conceived, 


flowing from the annual change of 


d uſefulneſs cf 
the yearly Conference, the Diſtrift- Meeting, if fully 
conſidered, cannot fail of meeting with hearty approba- 

Adel into ſixteen * 
teen Diſlricts, in general not tos large ot too ſmall, and 
the Preachers in each (except thoſe who have newly be- 
gun to travel) having an equal right to give their judg- 


ment and vot upon every diſpute or particular occur- 


rence, in their reſpettive Diſtrits between Conferences, 
conſtitutes a branch of Churck-Government not eaſy to 
be excelled, - Etam it, all the advantages pf the freeſt 
and fulleſt deliberation are ſecured; admitting at che 
ſame time of un executive Which is popular and effeftual, 

de,. I éwiſh the 
excellency of Diftrifi-meetings may be fully underſtood. 
If they could be improved, I ſhould rejoice, but ſhould 
Thackle, or cauſe 
any undue. influence in them and over them, it would 
* juſt cauſe of Lament at ion, and Mourning, and 


A wa S 7-16 ZE j P : ; 
I will beſtow a few words upon two or three points 


verſy. a 


3 16190 | * 
verſy. Mr. Moore is with ſaying at: tbe 
Diſtrict- meeting, that except he ſhould give the Lord's 2 
Supper in Briſſol, five hundred of the E 
over to, or call in a Diſſenting Miniſter, But, if 
had ſaid ſo, (which he and others who were preſent 
poſitively deny) he could have ſaid it only as a matter of 
opinion or conjetiure, as he had no authority from either 
five hundred or one hundred for making ſuch a declar- 4 
ation. The people therefore, are greatly injured when 4 
ſuch an idea is propagated and commented upon to dif- 
ra e them. TIF n ; 14 MO . 
” hen the Truſtees charged Mr. Moore with pro- 
moting the building of Portland- Chapel, in order to 
introduce the Urdixation-Plan, he anſwered in his 
printed letter of the 13th of laſt September, that this 
was ſo far from being the caſe, that after he returned 
from the Mancheſter- Conference, in order ta preſerve ww 
peace, he propoſed that the Truſtees of the Raom and 
Guinea-Street-Ghapel,” ſhould be alſo Truftees for | 
Portland-Chapel ; and offered td have a clauſe inſerted 
in the Deed, that neither the Sacrament, nor ſervice in 
Church-hours, ſhould ever be in that (one without 
the conſent of the Truſtees of it.. In to ſtrip 
Mr. Moore of this part of his defence, Mr. Kn'x at- 
tacks his character as a man of fincerity,. at leaſt in this 
inſlante, and to repreſent this propoſal as a mere artt- 
hee, informs his readers, that y x Truſtees of the 
Room and Gutnea-Street-Chapel, eould not be increaſed 
to above twelve, while thoſe of Portland-Chapel could 
be increaſed indefinitely ;''—and"that therefore if Mr. 
Moore kept on good terms. with'these, he could carry 
al) his ſchemes, in ſpite of oppoſers, by a certain majo- 
rity. To this Lanſwer, the Traftees of Portland · Chapttl 
⁊t that time, were but nine ; and if Mr. Moore's pro- 
poſal had been acceeded to, they might and probably. | 
would have been fixed at that number in their Dad, 
which was not then made, while the others could always 
have been twelve, and therefore a commanding majok 
rity. And after this propoſal was rejected, and citcum- | 
Rances, particularly the hoſtile condutt of the old Ttuſ- 
» ; | | | n: 253 5 dees 
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tees, made thoſe concerned, determine upon an aug- 
mentation of 8 *. hey th far 25 14325 
el, it was tot a „ that ſhould have er to +: - 
x ator their — indlefinitely, but 2 that 
they ſhould never be more than nineteen, Mr. Moore 
therefore, ſtands hanourably acquited from the char 
of inſincerity, - while. the inaccuracy and fallacy of Mr. 
Ku“x's reaſoning, are rendered ſtil} more apparent. 
Mt. Bradburn is charged with ſaying, that except 
eee Ye to have Portland-Chapel 
joined to another Circuit, he would - waſh. his hands of 
them. Now if, he had ſaid fo, {which he denies) 
would it therefore follow, that the Brethren were bound 
ſo to do, or that it was, on that account, their duty ſo 
to determine ? By no means. | 
_ _ When Mr. Moore uſed the words which Mr. Kn*x 
comments ſo largely upon, about ** thoſe who love their 
Brethren. moſt,” &c. I believe his meaning was, that 
the friends of Poruand - Chapel, loved the Preachers, 
and the Methodrflsat large, more than their opponents 
do. But, ſurely he did not infer this merely from the 
wiſh of Jome of them io receive the Lord's Supper 
from the Frrachers. Why then ſuch laborious cotn- 
ments upon thoſe words of his? 77 | 
: Whew it is related, that a number of the Preachers 
in various parts, are on the fide of the Truſtees, it ſhould 
be knowny' that thoſe Preachers are not for juflifying 
Truſtees in oppoling and renouncing the authority of 
the Conference, hut only are againſt a ſeparation from 
the Church, which the opponents of the Fruſtees wilt 
not contend for, extept in a partial ways | 
A word about: the Ground-rent of the Chapel now 
building. Befides what it requires, the Ground pur- 
- . chaſed affords. room for two dwelkng-houſcs, and that in 
* very; ood fituation. The 'Ground-rent df the Cha- 
_—_ #7 Lbelie ve, will be litile more than thirty pounds. 
And I have reaſonto believe, that a few exemplary and 
liberal perſons, in addition to all their other proofs of 
love and zeal, intend to bear this burden among them- 
| - + ſelves.. This then need ndt frighten either the Society 
| _; apthe Conference. FINES ien Some 


/ 


e 


Some have urged, that the Methodiſts ſhould keep to 
the Church of England at this jundcture eſpecially, on 
account of the danger the Church is ſuppoſed to be in of 
being pulled down. But the Champions for the Church 
would ſcorn to be aided, by Methodiſts. aud Me thodiſt 
Preachers, And ſurely ſhe can be in no great yang. 
while interwoven with the State, and protefted by . 
whole power thereof. — While ſupported bp riches and 
authority ſurely ſhe need fear no evil; at leaſt ſo long as 
Mr. Kn*x can point her for ſhelter to thoſe ** immov- 
able rocks, the Liturgy, the Articles, and the Homi® 
lies,” and can dirett By to * a harbour, where this 
{little bark,“ or rather this Shipwof War (ſor ah! a- 
Veſſel of War has ſhe long been I) may take ſuch 
© ſhelter” that * no blaſt can affect her.“ She is far- 
ther ſecured from danger by the many ſkilful and war- 
like hands, Cobetion Wed ubordinate, who man and 
ſeer her, and who are ſo much intereſted in the preſer- 
vation of her Stores, The primitive Church ſtood, and 


ſo has Methodiſin, even without ſuch powerful aid and 


protection; and if the Churchof 2 be of God, aud 
if God be for her, certainly ſhe may fand, however many 
or great her adverſaries. ey FOE od 
The writer of the © Candid Animadverſions,'! be fore 
he concludes, rebukes thoſe he calls the ſeparating Me- 
thodiſls, for ſuppoſing that God takes notice of then), 
and that he has helped and bleſſed them. He repreſents 
it as almoſt ** blaſphemy to ſuppoſe that Got. any 
notice of the © petty bickerings”* of © diſcordant religi- 
onills,” We learn from the Bible, that God notices 
the ſmalleſt things, even the falling of a ſparrow. - Is " = 
then © blafphemy or. A irreverenet“ to fuppoſe that 
though he is the high and lofty One who inhabiteth 
Eternity, that yet he humbleth himpelf to behold the 
ings that are done upon earth? ls it unſcriptu- 
ral or unreaſonable io ſuppoſe that what concerns many 
thouſands who fear God and eall upon his name, ſhould 
© intereſt” Him ? If it he a matter of ſuch ſmall mo- 


having intereſted” themſelves in it, and taken fuch;a 
"oY | | warm 


ment, what can Mr, Kn*x and others ſayin de ſence of 


. 
warm and 190 part? 4 desperate, aſked 
of old; I the Lord among us Of not & ſhould be 
 alked- among us in Btiſtol, I Would anſwer, If Peace, 
Unity, Byrotherly love, and profperity ; if the. awaken. 
- ing, comforting, and quickening operations of the Holy 
Spirit among a 2 „ 11. 3 of his preſence and 
favour, he re Ford is among us, and 
that in a manner or has ſeldom been known in 
Fd Briſtol l 

Io copclude: 1 „we en teaſons fur indulging a 
hope, and almoſt a belief, that after thenext' Conference, 
the two ſticks in Briſtol will be one in the hand of the 
Lord friends at firſt will be friends again at laſt ;” 
that havin Ab by their conflicts, and good having 
been} 15 ht out of them, they will henceforth hold the 
rg 4 the ſpire i inthe bond of peace; and that the Cod 
8 love will be with them. And I truſt the 
| A Fon be the famethroughour the whole connefiion ; 
and that'we andthe world will long behold, Benſon and 
Moore, Pawſon'and Mather, Bradburn and Thomp on 

| together with Dr. Coke anSothers who have had a 
in ibis Diſpute, lobing as Brethren, l in the 
Pulpits, and l and united ly ſtriving toge- 


to promote the the go h the * 
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Arrus I had 8 the forego e io the 
_ - Prefs, the Addreſs ofthe Fruſtees pr ou | 
with anſwers 10 it from different places, Yell into ar 
hands. Of che merits and importance of that 3 5 oor 
tion, different perſons perhaps, may form different 
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i Ning b | 
which in England alone, includes many hundreds of So- 
cieties, ſomething, (ſuch as it is) is given from ſæty- 
five places. At Several of theſe, the Society is very 

ſmall, and yet no authentic proof is here given that an 
one Society, .confidered collectively, eſpouſes the cauſe 
of Tf ee In many places, the chief part 
of the ociety, and at ſome of them, the majority of 
eyen the leading men, are againſt Truſtee-government, 
and as zealous for Chriſtian Libert as Mr. Moore, or 
any of his friends. From a great number of the prin- 
cipal Societies, you are not preſented with any thing: 
and we Ano that in ſeveral of them where the Truſtees 
have preſented, you with anſwers from, the majority of 
the Söbiei , and many of che leading men, are our warm 
Nine,, , og} 24246. 73 5T 11 
The time when almoſt all the anſwers to the Truſtees. 
here publiſhed were written ſhould be attended to. It 
was when artful miſrepreſentations and violent clamours, 
- aided by the greateſl induſtry, had impoſed upon, aſto-— 
niſhed and agitated a great part of our Connection. But, 
fince that time, light has ee up, mi ſunderſtanding- 
and prejudices have beeni.rgmoved, and ſome of tho 
whoſe names are found in this heterogeneous and diſcor- 
dant compilation, are now better infotmed and of ano- 
ther mind. Perhaps it is not worth attention, that of 
the ſmall number of names contained in this Pamphlet, 
che ſame names, in many inſtances, are ſigned in-{everat: 
places, which makes the buſineſs look like a manufac- 
tured combination. But farther: Whatever be 
the wiſh and views of ſome Truſtees, yet ſuch Jay hen? 
the generality of thoſe whoſe names are. put- to 105 5 
pamphlet, cannot believe, that one in ten of them reall; 


and renounce the authority of the Conference, or that 
their Brethren ſhould be deprived of liberty of conſci+ 
| ence, which are the 18105 points of diſpute. 
A word more and ; we 
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wiſh that Truſtees ſhould ſet _ aſide the - appointments - ” / 1 


have done, It would ee he 


2 : 
* 
* 
ib» | An 
fra TIT * —J meddli 8 7 , 18 
* 0 
* 8 7 « = * 
} k . b : Fa : 
. 919 4 , 2 * 
4 b * f 1 . 
l ; 


—— — AIG „„ .. ö 1 — 
> 


= 
1 


4 8 = 
« 6634) ; 


ineddhng with Lac or conteſting any point upon le 
; | —. they would leave the ng 155 © ol, 
dAi.ſobedient, and, ſcorning the afliſtance of ſuch beggarly 
elements of the world, they would alt heartily ute it. 
the next Conference to make it-a rule, That if the 
Truſſees of any place expel any Preacher from 4 Ch 
without ſufficient reaſons, (and this to be determined by 
the Diftriq'Committee) in that cafe, no other Peake 
ſhall preach in ſuch Chapel; or if any do, they ſhall be 
conhidered as thereby leaving the conneflion. 
42 — obtains no perſonal favour by being e 
to preach in any honkes I with Preachers and 
| ſeriouſly to examine this queſtion : Would it not * 
ry unſeriptural and abſurd to ſuppoſe, that Jeſus Chriſt 
. deſigned any d:ſputes in his Church to be ws oa go 
een CHANCELLOR? maps, 
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